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than any problem we may face. We should
open our Bible-right in the middle to Psalms
and read out loud in our closet or our room
Psalms 140-145. As we praise God first, we
will realize the truth of the Scripture that says
God inhabits the praise of his people, and He
will give us peace in the midst of our cir-
cumstances.

Second, prayer is important because it re-
minds us of God’s power. ‘‘Ask, and it shall be
given to you; seek, and you will find; knock
and it shall be opened to you,’’ Jesus teaches
in Matthew 7:7. ‘‘For everyone who asks re-
ceives, and he who seeks finds, and to him
who knocks,, it will be opened.’’ Many times,
we don’t even bother to ask for help of guid-
ance. God promises to give us wisdom if we
just ask. He has the power to protect and pro-
vide. ‘‘When you pass through the waters, I
will be with you; ... they will not overflow you,’’
God says in Isaiah. ‘‘When you walk through
the fire, you will not be scorched.’’

Third, prayer not only gives us God’s peace
and power, but also His purpose. Many of you
have said you saw several of us in Congress
singing ‘‘God Bless America’’ on the Capitol
steps as the sun set on 9/11 after the terrorist
attacks. Some have wondered if that was or-
chestrated or not. Actually, late that afternoon,
several of us met in Capitol Police head-
quarters to talk by telephone speaker with
Speaker Hastert and Leader Gephardt, who
were at an undisclosed location. After we fin-
ished talking with them about that evening’s
press conference, someone suggested that we
pray together. The House chaplain offered to
let us walk to one of the local churches, but
we said that we didn’t have to go somewhere
to pray; we could pray right there. And we did.
After the chaplain prayed, we had an oppor-
tunity to pray out loud. After a few moments,
a few of us did pray. And when we concluded,
we sang ‘‘God Bless America’’ as a closing
prayer.

That night, after the Senate and the House
leaders spoke at the press conference, mem-
bers who had been at the prayer time a cou-
ple of hours earlier spontaneously broke out
into singing that prayer, ‘‘God Bless America.’’

We cannot know God’s will—God’s pur-
pose—if we won’t talk with Him. As Rosalind
Rinker has written, Prayer is the expression of
the human heart in conversation with God
. . . prayer is a dialogue between two per-
sons who love each other.’’

Peace, power, purpose! That is what prayer
is about, and that is what we as one nation
under God should be about! Dr. Charles Allen
expresses it well in a poem:

‘‘Worry? Why worry? What can worry do?
It never keeps a trouble from overtaking you.
It gives you indigestion and sleepless hours at

night,
And fills with gloom the days, however fair and

bright.
It puts a frown upon the face and sharpness

to the tone;
We’re unfit to live with others and unfit to live

alone.
Pray? Why pray? What can praying do?
Praying really changes things, arranges life

anew.
It’s good for you digestion, gives peaceful

sleep at night
And fills the grayest, gloomiest day—with rays

of glowing light.
It puts a smile upon your face, The love note

in your tone

Makes you fit to live with others, and fit to live
alone.

Pray? Why pray? What can praying do?
It brings God down from Heaven To live and

work with you.’’
We all should follow the teaching of I Thes-

salonians 5:17 ‘‘to pray without ceasing.’’ In-
deed, if any of us desire to know the True
Source of Power, it cannot be found in a build-
ing, in a person, or in a place; it must be
found in the one who is the only true source
of power. Prayer gives us an opportunity to
express our heart to God, and it gives Him the
opportunity to speak to a receptive heart.

May all of our hearts be receptive to this
power. Pray for us here in Washington that we
may rely upon the wisdom which only He can
give.

(1) Please pray not only for wisdom for
members of Congress but also for a spirit of
harmony even during debate about important
issues. (2) Pray for a greater spiritual aware-
ness and depth to our relationships with each
other personally here in Congress. (3) Pray
that more hearts would be opened to salvation
and stronger faith in the God who has given
us this wonderful land and this opportunity to
be a beacon of hope in a world of despair.

As Paul says in his letter to the Phillippians:
‘‘Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God. And
the peace of God, which surpasses all under-
standing, shall guard your hearts and . . .
minds in Christ Jesus.’’
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TEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate a very special volunteer organization
on their 100th anniversary: the Narrowsburg
Volunteer Fire Department in our 20th Con-
gressional District of New York

Over the last century, the Narrowsburg Vol-
unteer Fire Department has been a corner-
stone of our community, committed to ensur-
ing the safety of Narrowsburg’s citizens. The
immeasurable and indispensable public serv-
ice that these volunteers render is a tribute to
the dedication and commitment of all those
who place their lives of the line to protect the
public.

Our nation has been built on an active and
alert citizenry, working together for the public
good. That was exactly the first step taken on
March 4, 1902, when thirty nine concerned
citizens of the hamlet of Narrowsburg signed
a petition supporting a proposal to form and
organize a Hook and Ladder Company to pro-
tect ‘‘Narrowsburg and vicinity’’. From the
group’s first firehouse, built in 1904, to now,
the Fire Department has stood as a symbol of
strength, unity, and determination. It has dem-
onstrated how a community volunteer group
can grow into an efficient and effective organi-
zation.

While their milestones have been numerous
and great over the department’s one hundred
years, one longstanding, underlying and vital
resource of the Narrowsburg Volunteer Fire

Department is the overwhelming support of
the community. From fund-raisers to town
bbq’s, parades, and other events, the depart-
ment has been interwoven in the fabric of the
community. When an organization becomes
such an integral part of our town or village, it
makes the loss of life, a cold reality in fire de-
partments across the nation, an even more
bitter pill to swallow. Such was the case in
1979, when the Narrowsburg lost its Assistant
Chief Paul Brock and members Brett Hankins
and Jay Laraia. It was a tragic loss to the de-
partment and the town. But the strength of vol-
unteerism is the infusion of new and enthusi-
astic members who are willing to serve, and
although they can never take the place of
those who have been lost or have come be-
fore them, their resolve can help heal these
wounds. Today, Narrowsburg Volunteer Fire
Department is stronger than ever. There’s no
reason to believe that it will continue to grow
and be vital for another century and beyond.

During the tragedy of September 11, the
heroism of the fighters was on full display, as
they risked their own lives with stunning brav-
ery. Our fire departments are finally receiving
the accolades they have long deserved. To
those who have truly known the selflessness
of volunteer fire departments and the fire per-
sonnel in their towns, such as the one we are
blessed with in Narrowsburg, this bravery was
not much of a surprise. Instead, it is a reflec-
tion of the brave men and women who have
served and continue to serve our communities
nationwide, over the last century, and beyond.

As a Member of our Congressional Fire
Caucus, I am committed to ensuring that our
nation’s firefighters have the support and re-
sources needed to protect themselves and our
communities. Accordingly, I am gratified that
Congress has stood with our nation’s fire per-
sonnel in approving the FIRE Grant program
and providing it with an unprecedented
amount of funding. On this anniversary, I know
that our Narrowsburg firefighters are grateful
for the support they have received and join
with me in expressing their gratitude to our na-
tion.

As the citizens of Narrowsburg join together
to celebrate and honor their volunteer fire de-
partment, we take a moment to remember
those who we’ve lost in the line of duty and
express our thanks to all those who serve our
nation today.

Congratulations to the Narrowsburg Volun-
teer Fire Department on its’ 100th anniversary.
A grateful nation thanks you.
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MURDER OF UKRAINIAN HEORHIY
GONGADZE STILL UNSOLVED
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Thursday, May 2, 2002

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, the
murder of Ukrainian investigative journalist
Heorhiy Gongadze remains unsolved. On Sep-
tember 16, 2000, Gongadze, editor of an Inter-
net news publication critical of official, high-
level corruption in Ukraine, disappeared.
Seven weeks later, his remains were found in
Tarashcha in the Kyiv region.

Repeated expressions of concern to the
Government of Ukraine have been met with
stonewalling. Over the last 18 months, the
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